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“The stellar universe is 
not so difficult to 
understand as are the real 
actions of other people”
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Lectures
2x / week

slides posted 
with lecture

(but hard to decipher on their own)

Celebrity Guests
Chris Krupenye Jeff Bowen

Lectures

Readings



Readings

“Readings”

“Readings”



Tuesday

Thursday

The readings and the lecture 
will not always overlap!

Teaching Assistants

Di 
Liu

ta@lists.johnshopkins.edu

Drew
Sonnenberg

Nicole 
Keller

Lauren 
Williams



Teaching Assistants

add “intro24” to the subject of every e-mail!

e.g. “intro24: Meet this week?”
e.g. “intro24: Question about Freud”

e.g. “intro24: Intro Psych is Awesome!”

ta@lists.johnshopkins.edu

Come Say Hi!

Office Hours 
listed on intropsych.jhu.edu

Student
!

Participation

https://ctei.jhu.edu/tools-and-tech/clickers



Who are you?
A. First-year
B. Sophomore
C. Junior
D. Senior
E. Other

(e.g. grad, staff) 

Evaluation

Participation (10%)

Answer a question in ≥80% of 
classes, earn 100% of the points

(Otherwise, earn X% of points. e.g. if you 
answer a question in 60% of classes, you 

earn a 6/10 for participation )

Not comprehension questions



Reading Responses (15%)

150-200 words; ~30 minutes!

~1 per week (could be more/less!) 
usually assigned Thurs & due Tues

Graded pass/fail 

Each one worth (15/N)%, where 
N = total # of responses

Exams (75%)

Not cumulative 
but may rely on key concepts 

(like any good trilogy)

3 midterms, no final!
multiple choice

Worth 30%, 30%, 15% 
lowest counts for least



Exams (75%)

Review session before each exam
(but also a mini-lecture!)

Final Score      Grade

ranges curve
A:100-90
B:90-80
C:80-70

• no protection 
against easiness/
hardness

A: top 30%
B: middle 40%
C: bottom 30%

• artificially restricts # 
of A grades 

• fosters competition?

Final Score      Grade

ranges curve
A:100-90
B:90-80
C:80-70

• no protection 
against easiness/
hardness

A: top 30%
B: middle 40%
C: bottom 30%

• artificially restricts # 
of A grades 

• fosters competition?

prof. 
decides

A: ?
B: ?
C: ?

• no objectivity 

• hard to know 
where you stand



Final Score      Grade

1. Everyone can get an A

2. Many will get an A

3. Protection against inflation

4. Protection against deflation

5. No competition for GPA

Next best score is 
upper end of A-range 

Top 5% get an A+
(it’s worth the same as an A: 4.0)

10% ranges thereafter

Final Score      Grade

400 people (for example)

Top 20 get A+

21st best score…94%? 

84-94=A; 74-84=B; 64-74=C

+ & – ranges divided equally

Final Score      Grade



Final Score      Grade

1. Everyone can get an A

2. Many will get an A

3. Protection against inflation

4. Protection against deflation

5. No competition for GPA

Extra Credit

See syllabus for detailed info

Extra Credit

1 “credit” = 0.5%

1 full-length study = 1 “credit”

Earn up to 2% (= 4 “credits”)

Applied after letter ranges set
(“real” extra credit!)



Extra Credit

Not guaranteed!
so start early

(I hope and expect that)

The most common letter 
grade will be an A

Should I take this course?
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Other Stuff

Don’t cheat
(that includes asking your friend to 
take your clicker to class for you)

Other Stuff

ChatGPT
Don’t use it

(and it doesn’t even make sense to!)

Other Stuff



Other Stuff

Consider not using your laptop
(a recommendation, not a policy)

Other Stuff

Other Stuff



think like a psychologist

“Two plus two  
equals four”

+ =

showing vs. telling

You



Sensory
Adaptation


