
Psychology and 
Technology



Questions + Themes

Does interacting with technology change 
how we think?
 
 
Are machines as intelligent as humans?





How well do you understand how a toilet flushes?
(1-7)

OK, tell us how!

How well do you understand how a toilet flushes?
(1-7)
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Before explaining After explaining

We don’t 
know what we 
(don’t) know!





A B C D

✔

✔



✔

40% make errors!

We don’t 
know what we 
(don’t) know!



What is the speed of sound?

I don’t know. I don’t burden my 
memory with such facts that I can 

easily find in a textbook



“Offloading”



How do scientists determine the dates of fossils?

How do scientists know that the 
universe is expanding

Why can’t x-rays penetrate lead?

How well could you answer 
these questions without 
using outside sources?



How well could you answer 
these questions without 
using outside sources?

Why are so many people allergic to peanuts?

Why can't HIV be transmitted through saliva?

Why can’t you drink alcohol on antibiotics?

Se
lf-

A
ss

es
se

d 
K

no
w

le
dg

e

2

2.5

3

3.5

4



How does a zipper work?

X
How does a zipper work?

“please search 
howstuffworks.com to 
find an article that will 
tell you the answer”

What is gluten?

Why does Swiss cheese have holes?

How is vinegar made?

How well could you answer 
these questions without 
using outside sources?



How well could you answer 
these questions without 
using outside sources?

Why are there more Atlantic 
hurricanes in August and September?

How do tornadoes form?

Why are cloudy nights warmer?
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Used the Internet No Internet

How much of your pay would you wager 
on a trivia contest against another subject?

Wanna bet?
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“a man wearing a hat on a skateboard”



Harmful to us?

Better than us? Reliable?



“Hallucinations”



“Hallucinations”

Making stuff up
academic references
historical events
biographical details

Even if you ask 
it to tell the truth!

🤔




